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Agents will need 
budget to 
complete longer 
tasks without 
supervision



mid 2020: L402 by Lightning Labs / Bitcoin Lightning

Apr 2025: Mastercard Agent Pay / Agentic Tokens by Mastercard

May 2025: x402 by Coinbase

Jun 2025: KYAPay / KYA by Skyfire with Visa

Sep 2025: Agent Payments Protocol (AP2) by Google

Sep 2025: Agentic Commerce Protocol (ACP) by OpenAI and Stripe

Oct 2025: Trusted Agent Protocol (TAP) by Visa

Jan 2026: Universal Commerce Protocol (UCP) by Google & Shopify

Jan 2026: Agentic Commerce Trust Protocol (ACTP) by Alipay

Mar 2026: Machine Payments Protocol (MPP) by Stripe and Tempo

Apr 2026: Agentic Mobile Protocol (AMP) by Alipay

Apr 2026: Agentic Payment Open Protocol (APOP) by UnionPay

Apr 2026: OKX Agent Payments Protocol (APP) by OKX

Jun 2026: Agent Pay for Machines by Mastercard





Crypto is well-suited
for agentic payments

Payment rail Typical fee Fee on $0.10 Buyer disputes?

Credit cards 2.9% + $0.30 $0.303 Yes

PayPal 3.49% + $0.49 $0.493 Yes

PayPal Micropayments 4.99% + $0.09 $0.095 Yes

ACH / bank debit 0.8%, capped $0.001 Yes / returns

Stripe MPP (stablecoin path) ~1.5% $0.002 No chargebacks

Coinbase x402 $0.001 / transaction $0.001 No chargebacks



How x402 works



HTTP 402 code introduced in 1997
RFC 2068 (HTTP/1.1)



Client Server Facilitator Blockchain

GET /api

402 Payment Required

PAYMENT-REQUIRED

GET /api

PAYMENT-SIGNATURE
/verify

Verification

/settle Submit tx w/ signature 
to USDC contract

Tx confirmedSettled

200 OK

PAYMENT-RESPONSE

Do the work here?

or do the work here here!

Create signature



Problem: x402 requires HTTP 402
MCP+OAuth requires HTTP 401 



Solution: duplicate x402 API hosts

https://agentic.market



Handling pay-per-use pricing in x402 

●May 2025: x402 launched with “exact” payment scheme

●Dec 2025: x402 v2 released, promising “upto” scheme

●Apr 2026: “upto” finally released

●May 2026: “batch-settlement” release



Charging for variable usage
with “upto” scheme 

Doesn’t prevent double-spending!



Charging for variable usage
with “exact” scheme + refund 

1.Charge the maximum amount upfront
2.Do the work
3.Refund the remainder

Cons: 
●Two blockchain transactions (and fees)

●Client needs to trust the server



Charging for variable usage
with “batch-settlement” scheme (May 26) 

1. Deposit: the client opens a channel by depositing ERC-20 funds into escrow. 
2.Voucher: each paid request includes a signed cumulative voucher for the 

channel’s total claimable amount.
3.Verify: the server verifies the voucher and serves the response without 

waiting for an onchain transfer.
4.Claim: the server’s channel manager periodically claims the latest vouchers 

from many channels in one transaction.
5.Settle: claimed funds are swept to the receiver in a separate settle 

transaction.
6.Refund: idle channels can be cooperatively refunded after outstanding 

vouchers are claimed.



api.apify.com duct taping
hacking variable usage
x402.apify.com
mpp.apify.com
…

Agent General Interface
agi.apify.com





Adoption is still negligible
x402 $1M / MPP $1K (last 30 days)

x402scan.com mppscan.com



Low supply of services?
No…



Low demand by agents to buy services 

Let’s analyse agentic payments funnel:

Need → setup → discover → buy



Need → setup → discover → buy

Problem:

The competition isn’t 
Visa. It’s an API key.

Enablers:

●Better models
●Always-on agents
●End of token subsidies



Need → setup → discover → buy

Problem:

Most people don’t 
know how to use 
crypto wallets.

Enablers:

●Better UX
●Wallet integration in 

agentic platforms



Need → setup → discover → buy

Problem:

Where to find 
trustworthy services? 

Enablers:

●Trusted directories and 
marketplaces



Need → setup → discover → buy

Problem:

Fixed price per API call 
is not enough for most 
services. 

Enablers:

●x402 batch settlement
●MPP sessions



Final remarks 

Agentic payments funnel is being enabled right now, 
opening path to agentic economy.

Good time to figure how you can sell services to 
agents with the right pricing model, to avoid surprises.



https://apify.com

Jan Curn
@jancurn
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